CHAPTER II

EARLY LIFE AND FAMILY CIRCLE

HAVING thus examined the general characteristics
of the state of society into which Li Hung-chang was
born and some of its prevailing and permanent causes,
let us now consider what was the nature of the educa-
tion and domestic environment which produced this
Oriental super-man, and what were the events or
circumstances of his early life which served to give a
particular direction to his thoughts and actions*
Imprimis, there can be no doubt that he inherited
much of his extraordinary physical and mental
vigour from his mother, and that from her also he
acquired that genial temperament and tolerant philo-
sophy which distinguished him in private life, and
made for him many friends amongst those with whom
he came into contact in diplomacy and business.
Again, it is certain that the intelligent appreciation
of foreigners which he displayed at the outset of his
viceregal career, and during the whole subsequent
course of his foreign policy, was sensibly influenced
by his close association with General Gordon during
the Taipiag campaign. These were assuredly factors
in the determination of his character during its most
formative period; both influences tended to modify
in him, though they could never eradicate, the
inevitable results of his environment, of his stereo-
typed education and the rigid class-interests of the
mandarin*